




























































































































































































































































































SCREEN TEST | JOHN A DOUGLAS
1-17 May

Chalk Horse

56 Cooper Street, Surry Hills
www.chalkhorse.com.au

EXPERIMENTA PLAYGROUND

8 May - 17 June

Performance Space

245 Wilson Street, Eveleigh
www.performancespace.com.au

WHY DO WE DO THE THINGS WE DO | ROSE NOLAN
curated by BLAIR FRENCH and ROBERT LEONARD

9 May -7 June

43 - 51 Cowper Wharf Road, Woolloomooloo
www.artspace.org.au

BATTLE NULLIUS [ MONIKA BEHRENS
15 - 31 May

Firstdraft

116-118 Chalmers Street, Surry Hills
www.firstdraftgallery.com

A ANN BRENNAN, ANDY HUTSON and ALEX MARTINIS ROE
curated by DANNY LACY

15 May - 7 June

Peloton

19 & 25 Meagher Street, Chippendale

www.peloton.net.au

THE WAYBACK MACHINE | JAKI MIDDLETON & DAVID LAWREY
22 May - 8 June

MOP

2/27-39 Abercrombie Street, Chippendale

www.mop.org.au

HELIOTROPE | JONATHAN JAMES
25 June - 5 July

Sheffer Gallery

38 Lander Street, Sydney
www.sheffergallery.com

FIONA LOWRY

16 July - 16 August

Gallery Barry Keldoulis

285 Young Street, Waterloo
www.gbk.com.au

Above: John A Douglas Screen Test #4 (Australiana), 2008, c-type print on Aluminium.
Facing page (left): Oblivion Pavilion (installation view), 2008.
Facing page (right): Jonathan James Sunset (detail), four colour screenprint, 2008.
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BIG | SHAUN GLADWELL, MELLETIOS KYRIAKIDIS, ROWAN WILSON
and RULLY ZAKARIA

17 - 29 July

Gaffa Gallery

1/7 Randle Street, Surry Hills

www.gaffa.com.a

ACT

CONQUER IN COMFORT | BERNIE SLATER

4 April - 17 May

Canberra Contemporary Art Space

Gorman House Arts Centre, Ainslie Avenue, Braddon
Www.ccas.com.au

VICTORIA

SCENE 1 | DAMP

15 March - 22 June

Heide Museum of Modern Art
7 Templestowe Road, Bulleen
www.heide.com.au

MY DOUBTFUL MIND | DAVID ROZETSKY, DAN SPIELMAN, DOMINIC

REDFERN, NATASHA JOHNS-MESSENGER, LESLIE EASTMAN & SOO-

JOO YOO.

curated by JAN DUFFY and ALEX TAYLOR
18 April - 25 May

Linden

26 Acland Street, St Kilda
www.lindenarts.org

KAY ABUDE

as part of the Next Wave Festival

9 - 31 May

Kings ARI

Level 1 1/171 King Street, Melbourne
www.kingsartistrun.com.au

SUPERPIT | BRODIE ELLIS

17 May - 7 June

Conical Inc.

Upstairs, 3 Rochester St, Fitzroy
www.conical.org.au

INSIDE OUTSIDE INSIDE ON | KENZIE McKENZIE & JAMES BROWN
20 - 31 May

Seventh

155 Gertrude Street, Fitzroy

www.seventhgallery.org

CHANGING FIELDS | ADAM COSTENOBLE, BEN BYRNE, MATT
CHAUMONT, MONICA BROOKS and THEMBI SODDELL

22 May -7 June

Blindside

Nicholas Building, Room 14, 37 Swanston Street, Melbourne
www.blindside.org.au

HOCKEY PLOT | REHGAN DE MATHER, MARIA LUISA MARINO, KAREN
HEATH, SIMON PERICICH, BRODIE ELLIS and KYLIE LIGERTWOOD

as part of the Next Wave Festival

23 May - 14 June

West Space

1st Floor, 15-19 Anthony Street, Melbourne

www.westspace.org.au

OCTOPUS 8: THE SOFTNESS IN THE ROCK: HOPE IN
DISAPPOINTING TIMES | ELEANOR AVERY, FIONA CONNOR,
NICHOLAS FOLLAND, KIRON ROBINSON, GARY SIMMONS and
HANNAH TAI

curated by EMILY CORMACK

4 July - 2 August

Gertrude Contemporary Art Spaces

200 Gertrude Street, Fitzroy

www.gertrude.org.au

TASMANIA

COMPANION PLANTING | DEAN CHATWIN, AMANDA SHONE,
MICHELLE CANGIANO, LUCY BLEACH and RAEF SAWFORD
curated by JACK ROBINS

24 May - 15 June

CAST

27 Tasma Street, North Hobart

www.castgallery.org

OUT OF HOME | SHEA BRESNEHAN & NICOLE ROBSON
6 - 28 June

Inflight Art

237 Elizabeth Street, Hobart

www.inflightart.com.au
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SA

UNEASY: RECENT SOUTH AUSTRALIAN ART
Curated by TIMOTHY MORRELL

20 June - 17 August

Anne & Gordon Samstag Museum of Art
Hawke Building, City West campus
University of South Australia

55 North Terrace, Adelaide
www.unisa.edu.au/samstagmuseum

42A | ALISON CURRIE

26 June - 5 July

White Cube, Experimental Art Foundation

The Lion Arts Centre, North Terrace (West End) Adelaide
www.eaf.asn.au

WA

BON SCOTT PROJECT | STUART BAILEY, GUY BENFIELD, ADAM
CULLEN, REBECCA DAGNALL, CECILIA FOGELBERG, ALEX
GAWRONSKI, IAN HAIG, BEVAN HONEY, MATTHEW HUNT, LUCAS
IHLEIN, RICHARD LEWER, MICHAEL MORAN, RYAN NAZZARI, VANILA
NETTO, NAT PATON, SCOTT REDFORD, ELI SMITH, MARTIN SMITH
and TANJA VISOSEVIC

curated by JASMIN STEPHENS

17 May - 29 June

Fremantle Arts Centre

1 Finnerty Street

Fremantle Western Australia

AUSTRALIAN GOTHIC: VIDEO ART NOW | BRENDAN LEE, TAMMY
HONEY, MARSHA BERRY, LARISSA HJORTH, ALEX AVTZOGLOU,
ROBERT HECIMOVIC and SHAUN WILSON

curated by DR SHAUN WILSON

12 june - 3 August

Perth Institute of Contemporary Arts

Perth Cultural Centre, James Street, Northbridge
WwWw.pica.org.au

Above left: Brodie Ellis, Super Pit, 2008, photograph.
Above right: Alison Currie, 42a, performance still, 2007. Photo: Edwin Comey.
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SILENT RUPTURES | KRISTIAN HAGGBLOM, MATHIEU BERNARD-
RAYMOND and YOSHIRO MASUDA

9 May - 14 June

24HR Art: Northern Territory Centre for Contemporary Art

Vimy Lane, Parap Shopping Village, Darwin

www.24hrart.org.au

HOLD BACK NOTHING | CATRIONA STANTON
14 - 31 May

Woods Street Gallery

Darwin Visual Arts Association

56 Woods Street, Darwin

www.dvaa.net.au

KID [ LUCY KENNETH and YOUTH
22 June - 11 July

Watch this Space

4/9 George Crescent

Alice Springs

www.wts.org.au

QUEENSLAND

GRANT STEVENS

3 May - 21 June

Institute of Modern Art

420 Brunswick Street, Fortitude Valley
www.ima.org.au

THINK ABOUT HONKING IF YOU LOVE CONCEPTUAL ART: THE ART
OF HUMOUR | BIANCA BARLING, JAMES DODD, SHAUN O’CONNOR
and MATTHEW BRADLEY

curated by JAMES DODD

Ryan Renshaw

137 Warry Street, Fortitude Valley

www.ryanrenshaw.com.au

INSIDE OUT | KATE JUST, ALICE LANG and JOSH BURRY
23 May - 20 June

RAW Space Galleries

99 Melbourne St South Brishbane

www.rawspace.org

Metro Arts

Level 1, 109 Edward Street, Brishane
www.metroarts.com.au
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&n Chin, How To Talk To Strangers, 2007, performance sill

-

- CONVERSATION

with guest editor Anneke Jaspers

... coming winter 2008
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LOCKSMITH

WWW.LOCKSMITHPROJECTSPACE.COM 6 BOTANY RD ALEXANDRIA NSW

2008

ANNA KRISTENSEN

/JUNE
MARY MACDOUGALL

FUNDRAISER / “JULY
OWEN LEWIS AUGUST
KARENA KEYS
WILL FRENCH SEPTEMBER
KENZEE PATTERSON NOVEMBER
SAMUEL VILLALOBOS
MITCH CAIRNS DECEMBER
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I ¥ HEAPS

ELLA BARCLAY

Last year in Scotland, the boy I’d allowed myself to be unrequitedly
obsessed with was going away forever; let’s call him Gus. | had to
work the night of his going away drinks but as soon as it hit 2am,

| closed the pub and headed over to the bar where everyone had
ended up.

Even though | gave the two Polish bouncers my most sober and
endearing smile, they braced the door and exclaimed “No one new
after two.” | tried explaining that | had just finished work; that one
of my most privately cherished friends was leaving, but to no avail.
When | tried losing my jacket, donning a hat and casually ‘dancing’
through the entrance, | was forcibly banished. So | stood there, now
in just a t-shirt, waiting for my Gus to emerge like a hero and make
things okay. Of course he didn’t.

Above: Hanae Seida Murderous (video still), 2006, digital video..

The minutes drifted on, as did the chatter, the rain and the reverb.
The self-pity kicked in and | started to cry, knowing it was now all
too late. All the daydreams, all the nervous and delightful, foolishly
anticipated quick intimate moments I’d let myself imagine with him,
were finally washed away, there with the cigarette butts in the gutter
outside that terrible, terrible bar. | headed home, crying without
holding back, recklessly, stupidly. Feeling the stinging mix of hot
tears and icy rain on my face. Telling myself this was always to be my
life: hard, cold and lonely.

And then, suddenly, | was FURIOUS.

Furious because this Polish chef called Andzrej, who | was half-
heartedly seeing at the time, actually had the NERVE to chase after
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me with my coat and the news that he’d sweet-talked the bouncers
into letting me in. The NERVE. | couldn’t believe it. Geez. He was
ruining my drama! He’d rained on my raining parade! | snatched my
jacket and told him to go home.

“Ella, you don’t have to make it like this” he yelled after me.

“Of course | do!” I barked, in an ‘uh duh’ kind of way, and | carried
on in the cold.

Soon we’ll be united for good. I'll lie down and take you in my
arms. 'l roll with you in the midst of great secrets. We’ll lose
ourselves, and find ourselves again. Nothing will come between
us anymore. How unfortunate that you won’t be present for this
happiness.! '

Georges Bataille doesn’t really discuss why he chose to open his
second volume of The Accursed Share with the above quote by

Above: Jonathon Bailey Romance (video still), 2008, digital video.

Facing Page: Masahiro Wada A Street (KEBAN HOTEL) (video still),2006, digital video.
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Maurice Blanchot, but | think he’s getting at all the time that gets
wasted on daydreams of romance. The book essentially argues how
the surplus of free time and capital acquired in any one economy is
necessarily wasted, indulgently—through making art, through non-
procreational sex and romance, through extravagant war.

This very small collection of video works you have here, compiled
in this special runway Romance DVD, are very diverse in their
production techniques and intended outcomes, but are all, in my
opinion, lamentations on romantic visions.

Sonja Todd’s The Most Disgusting Thing (2007), is a brutally honest
excursion through the mundane and the gross at an extremely
emotional and difficult time in her life. Steve Mykietyn’s Pacing
(2006) is a portrait of near insanity—three monologues compete for
the viewer’s ear: conflicting narratives of the boring, the saucy and
the angry trawl on as he strives to make artistic meditations in his
studio more important than they perhaps are.



'.’*'

Rachel Scott’s Whistler Rendezvous (2003), hints at irony but
perhaps also hope, as she cunningly explores flirtation-as-
performance in her guerilla-style ski-slope mingling manoeuvre.

In Hanae Seida’s Murderous (2006), the artist laboriously stop-
animates a scene of heartbreak followed by a really bad gag.
Jonothan Bailey’s Romance (2008), comically conveys the potential
for ideas to be forcefully inflated and then spectacularly destroyed.

Masahiro Wada’s A Street (KEBAN HOTEL) (2006) is a study of, and
homage to, Istanbul’s kebab-men, ‘outstanding sculptors’ of very
temporary works, the artist believes. This video led him to building
a pine kebab van that he toured around Japan, hacking at a kebab
meat stick made out of timber with a saw and serving up woodchip
junk food sculptures. Then there is the Kingpins with Sydney Infinity
(2005), in all its anthemic, nauseating, unstopping, fit, dazzling
glory. Finally, Tony Schwensen’s Waiting for Enlightenment (2002):
waiting, waiting, waiting for that one pinnacle of all life’s struggles,
the blaze of glory, the moment when nothing’s shit.

| think about that poor Polish boy and how selfish | was for
orchestrating such drama. | think about how much time I spend
wasting time, imagining terrifyingly brilliant romance or impossible
art that’s universally overwhelming, whilst pottering through the
succession of busy nothings.

Art is the time out, the daydream, the romantic encounter, the
gushing outpour, the indulgent, the wasteful, the agony on ecstasy,
and the stupid.

1 Georges Bataille, The Accursed Share, V.1, (Zone Books, London 1967)
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Sonja Todd The Most Dlsgust/ng Th/ng, 2007

Jonathon Balley Romance, 2008 -

Tony Schwensen Waitir(g for EnlightenMent, 2002

Steve Mykietyn Raciné, 2006

Rachel Scott Whistler kendezvous zc;o3
Hanae Seida Murderous, 2006

Masahiro Wada A Street (KEBAN HOTEL), 2006

The Kingpins Sydney Inﬁnity, 2005
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